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of the Gothic artist unfolds itself to your vision : gradually
rises up before you, the profuse sumptuousness of the high
altar, with its tall images, and velvet and gold hangings,
its gigantic railings of brass and massy candlesticks of
silver, all revealed by the dim and perpetual light of the
sacred and costly lamps.

You steal with a subdued spirit over the marble pavement.
All is still, save the hushed muttering of the gliding priests.
Around you are groups of kneeling worshippers, some
prostrate on the ground, some gazing upwards, with their
arms crossed, in mute devotion, some beating their breasts,
and counting their consoling beads. Lo ! the tinkling of a
bell. The mighty organ bursts forth. Involuntarily you
fall upon your knees, and listen to the rising chanting of the
solemn choir. A. procession moves from an adjoining
chapel. A. band of crimson acolytes advance waving
censers, and the melody of their distant voices responds to
the deep-toned invocations of the nearer canons. There
are a vast number of cliapels in this Cathedral on each side
of the principal n&ve, Most of them are adorned with
masterpieces of the Spanish school. Let us approach one,
The light is good, and let us gaze through this iron railing
upon the picture it encloses.

I see a saint falling upon his knees, and extending his
enraptured arm to receive an infant God. What mingled
Jove, enthusiasm, devotion, reverence, blend in the counte-
nance of the holy man ! But, oh! that glowing group of
seraphim, sailing and smiling in the sunny splendour of that
radiant sky, who has before gazed upon such grace, such
ineffable and charming beauty ! And in the back-ground
Is an altar, whereon is a vase holding some Jilies, that seem
as if they were just gathered. There is but one artist who
could have designed this picture j there is but one man who
could have thus combined ideal grace with natural simplicity;
there is but one man who could have painted that diapha-
nous heaven, and those fresh lilies. Inimitable Murillo!